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By Ana Pines | GSD Reporter

Several volunteers from San 
Diego LGBT Pride (SD Pride) 
joined volunteers from the LGBT 
history organization, Lambda Ar-
chives, to help with minor building 
repairs on César Chávez Day, cel-
ebrated March 31. In honor of the 
civil rights leader, the volunteers 
worked on general carpentry, inte-
rior decoration, landscaping, paint-
ing and plumbing at the Archives 
location in University Heights. 

“By supporting other nonprofits, 
we strengthen our sense of commu-
nity and solidarity,” said Cheli Mo-
hammed, volunteer and community 
resources director for SD Pride and 
organizer of the service day. 

“With the current economic 
struggles that most nonprofits are 
experiencing, it is critical that we 
share the most valuable resource 
and assets that we have: our volun-
teers,” she said. “Most volunteers 
are willing and able to help, they 
just need to be asked to share their 
talent and time.”

Ben Orgovan of SD Pride vol-
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Oklahoma teen Kelby Johnson is featured in the film “Bully.” (Courtesy The Weinstein Co.)

By Anthony King | GSD Editor

The four major San Diego 
mayoral candidates – District 
Attorney Bonnie Dumanis, 
Councilmember Carl DeMaio, 
Congressmember Bob Filner 
and Assemblymember Nathan 
Fletcher – attended the LGBT-
District Three Forum held at 
The LGBT Center on March 
28. Moderated by KPBS Morn-
ing Edition anchor Tom Fudge, 
the forum was organized to 
address specific concerns the 

LGBT mayoral forum packs The Center
Candidates Filner and Fletcher take jabs at DeMaio; Dumanis holds her ground

(l to r) Ben Orgovan and Maureen 
Steiner (Photo by Kim Rescate)

(l to r) Nathan Fletcher, Bob Filner, Carl DeMaio and Bonnie 
Dumanis at the LGBT mayoral forum (Courtesy The LGBT Center)

By Chris Azzopardi | Q Syndicate

Lee Hirsch will never forget the brutality of his 
middle-school years, when he was the victim of 
what, in recent years, has become a tragic epidem-
ic: bullying. The punches, taunts and name-calling 
were all wielded his way, and the bullshit justifica-
tion for all the above? It is just part of being a kid.

However, as Hirsch’s controversial documenta-
ry “Bully” argues, it should not be. 
“Bully” opens April 13 in San Diego 
at the Landmark Theatres Hillcrest 
Cinemas, 3965 Fifth Ave. 

“The driving force behind the 
film was to give a voice to that ex-
perience for myself and for others,” 
said the Long Island-raised writer 
and director, who sensitively spot-
lights the national issue in the film. 
“I made it for all of us ex-bullied 
and once-bullied: the coalition.”

He did it, too, by putting a face 
on the ever-growing problem. Five 
faces, in fact. Harrowing and heart-
breaking, the documentary follows 
the teens – one of which is then-
16-year-old lesbian Kelby Johnson, 
living in Tuttle, Okla. – as they are 
victimized within their own schools, often brush-
ing it of f as just a part of growing up.

“I was looking for a way to change something,” 
Johnson said, “and Lee gave me that opportunity, 
and I was excited to take that and run with it.”

To many gay teens, Johnson’s story of being 
ostracized is devastatingly familiar: she is the 

reject of her small-town community, which does 
not accept that she is a lesbian or that she has a 
girlfriend. The town turns against not just John-
son, but also her family.

“Kelby and I didn’t bond over a conversation 
about sexuality,” said Hirsch, who did not want to 
discuss his own orientation. “We bonded over the 
experience of being bullied, and that was really 
the same as it was with all the kids. I feel like our 

relationship began with a real con-
versation about what I experienced, 
what I wanted to set out to achieve 
with this film, why her story mat-
tered and why what was happening 
wasn’t okay.”

They met via “The Ellen DeGe-
neres Show,” after Johnson’s mom, 
desperate to help her daughter, 
reached out to the outspoken 
talk-show host through a message 
board because she was afraid her 
daughter would succumb to the 
same fate of the many gay teens 
who have killed themselves in the 
last few years. Johnson not only 
survived, but she is now helping 
others get through those hard 
years.

“I know that being gay, you can feel very 
alone,” she said, “and I hope that when they 
watch the movie, that goes away and they realize 
there is someone standing with them who has 
gone through that. The world is going to change 

Out from under
“Bully” director and lesbian teen talk controversial 

documentary opening April 13 in San Diego
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Q PUZZLE
Not Quite Urbane, solution on page 19NOT QUITE URBANE

Across
 1 Lesbos, e.g.
 5 Places for tools
10 Todd Oldham designs
14 Broadway light
15 Lily Tomlin, for one
16 Sitcom radio station
17 Good at evasion
18 Shelley Duvall role in “Popeye”
19 “Now ___ me down to sleep ...”
20 LGBT group at 40-Across
23 “His Master’s Voice” label
24 Adventure without a Trojan?
25 Show-off on the stage
27 Women who don’t sleep with men 
wear them
29 Frida Kahlo’s woman
31 Give a piece of one’s mind
32 Kiss of life
35 Edna and others
36 Tickle pink
37 Gay guy, in slang
39 Nannies’ cries
40 Where Urban Meyers coaches football
43 Sonny, to Chaz
46 Broadway Annie, and others

47 Scandalous suffix
50 Gertrude Stein, e.g.
52 Get closer to
54 Punishment used by Meyers which he 
changed because of LGBT protest
58 Dangerous sprayers
59 Poseidon’s place
60 Where a cobbler puts the tongue
61 Result of getting rear-ended
62 1814 treaty site
63 San Francisco’s Nob ___
64 Slight advantage
65 Loafer bottoms
66 JFK predictions

Down
 1 Disney’s “Monsters, ___”
 2 Edward Albee Pulitzer Prize work
 3 Republican erection?
 4 “Lord of the Rings” singer
 5 Dresses down
 6 Like old socks, maybe
 7 What a guy does nocturnally
 8 Temperamental types
 9 Public outbursts
10 Tiny stick
11 Word sung with a long O?

12 Uncertain subject
13 Undercover agent
21 Dull routine
22 Imitated Eminem
23 Greek P’s
26 Worship service, for Malcolm Boyd
28 Prefix with China
30 Dick, for one
32 Jockey’s prod
33 Door instruction
34 First name among lesbian writers
37 Dalmatians, often
38 Guys at South Beach?
41 One to blow on
42 Old head
43 Trick
44 Blown away
45 Greg Louganis specialty
47 Kind of wonder
48 Chicago university
49 Photog Adams and namesakes
51 Beau chaser
53 Question about a cross-dresser, 
perhaps
55 Canyon comeback
56 Stagger from a Cukor film?
57 Social activist Addams
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Volunteer Patrick Ambrosio 
(Photo by Kim Rescate)

continue to elaborate and expand 
on these important social issues 
and strive to pursue pragmatic 
solutions.

I am not naïve to the fact that 
Fletcher lost the coveted County 
Republican Party endorsement, 
which went to DeMaio, nor to 
the fact this left Fletcher with 
few options in a crowded field of 
Republican candidates vying for 
the mayor’s office.

Still, I believe his deci-
sions are more than politically 
expeditious.

As such, I am now conflicted. 
I realized I immediately disquali-
fied Fletcher from my support 
because of the big R next to 
his name. I had to make myself 
stop and think if the letter really 
meant as much as I was adding 
onto it. 

I came to the conclusion that 
it did. 

In the end, while an indi-
vidual is more than the political 
party he or she chooses to af-
filiate with, Republicans are still 
making the conscience decision 
to af filiate with a party whose 
ideology hopes to eliminate 
basic rights for LGBT and im-
migrant people.

I can only hope that Fletch-
er’s registration change will have 
an impact beyond the mayoral 
election. If nothing else, it has 
made me question my own 
partisanship and to value and 
appreciate honest dialogue and 
discussion on the issues.

Of course Fletcher is also 
hoping for a more immediate 
impact: edging out Dumanis, 
DeMaio or Filner as the front-
runner for mayor. 

I still won’t pledge my vote to 
Fletcher, but will say, before this 
registration change, Filner had 
my de facto vote. Now I know I 
have options.

—Allan Acevedo is co-founder 
and president emeritus of Stone-
wall Young Democrats of San Di-
ego. He has worked on multiple 
political campaigns and served 
on numerous boards including 
the San Diego Democratic Club, 
California Young Democrats, 
Gay-Straight Alliant Network 
and Equality California PAC. 
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unteered March 31 and agreed 
with Mohammed’s sentiment. 
“I think it’s good when you can 
share the resources you have 
in your organization with other 
organizations and complete a 
picture of everyone’s needs,” 
Orgovan said. 

Robert “Jess” Jessop, one 
of the founders of the San 
Diego LGBT Center, founded 
the Lesbian and Gay Archives 
of San Diego in 1987. Since 
renamed the Lesbian and Gay 
Historical Society and then 
Lambda Archives, the historical 
organization now houses one of 
the largest collections of LGBT 
history in the country. Jessop 
began the Archives with San 
Diego resident and LGBT activ-
ist Doug Moore. 

“Lambda Archives is the 
keeper of our history,” said 
Maureen Steiner, Lambda Ar-
chives board president. “We’re a 
general resource for everybody 
in the community to come and 
learn more about their history. 
We’re important archives for 
people who want to do very 
specific research about LGBT 
issues and history,” she said, 
calling the organization an ex-
ample of “grassroots activism.”

Between the heavy lifting, 
wall painting and rearranging, 
each volunteer said they  felt an 
inspiring sense of community, 
personal sentiment and motiva-
tion to help with this specific 
project for the Archives. 

“It’s important… that differ-
ent perspectives and people of 
different walks of life can come 
together… and spread positiv-
ity and be happy together,” SD 
Pride volunteer Michael Love 
said. Another volunteer, Patrick 
Ambrosio, said supporting his-
torical groups helps to preserve 
our LGBT identity.

A third volunteer, Kimberly 
Aw, said her motivations for 
helping stem from her recent 
coming out and want to help 
others like her. “I feel, because 
now that I’m out, that I want to 
give back,” Aw said. 

Once hidden from the public 
for fear of harassment, support-
ers of Lambda Archives are now 
working hard to become more 

visible by creating an on-site 
exhibit space to attract locals 
and visitors. The Archives are 
located at 4545 Park Blvd. 

Saying she hoped the César 
Chávez Day work will help 
create a “community space” at 
Lambda Archives, Steiner said 
the organization was looking to 
become a destination for out-of-
town visitors, including those 
coming to San Diego’s Pride 
festival in July. 

The service day took Lamb-
da Archives, with a collection 
that dates back to the 1930s, 
one step closer to Steiner’s 
goal. Still in the final phases 
of renovation, Steiner said the 
organization hosts regular 
work days and is continuously 
looking for volunteers, includ-
ing carpenters, electricians and 
general office helpers, as well 
as those skilled in photo digitiz-
ing, marketing and fundraising. 
“If you can do it, we can use it,” 
she said.

“The most successful 
outcome of this partnership 
has been introducing this 
incredible organization… to 
volunteers that had no idea 
that Lambda Archives existed 
and the work that they do to 
preserve our LGBT history,” 
Mohammed said. 

For more information and 
to help with volunteer oppor-
tunities at Lambda Archives, 
visit lambdaarchives.us or call 
619-260-1522. For more infor-
mation and to volunteer with 
SD Pride, visit sdpride.org or 
call 619-297-7683.
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